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                                                                     « POUR AUTRUI »   

 
LES ECHOS…  
DE LA CAISSE DE FAMILLE BOVET 
                                         	
                                                                                     December 2020 
 
 
 
Dear cousins, members of the caisse de famille, 
 
You are in our thoughts at the end of this very peculiar year, the ricochets of 
which will no doubt continue in the New Year. We hope that you are all well 
and that you are able to find the inspiration necessary to adapt to the 
consequences of these extraordinary times.   
 
We wish you all and your families a peaceful Christmas and a New Year with 
all the light and warmth possible. 
 
Time flies. Our Caisse de Famille will celebrate its 205th anniversary on the 
21st March next year and already 5 years will have passed since our great 
reunion in Fleurier in 2016. It’s a truly remarkable age for the caisse, left to 
us by our ancestors. It continues to serve the purpose for which it was created 
and it is our responsibility that it continues to do so for the generations that 
will follow us. 
 
THE FOLLOWING IS SOME NEWS CONCERNING THE 
CAISSE. 
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A CHANGE IN SWISS LEGISLATION CONCERNING 
FAMILY FOUNDATIONS 
 
A 1910 court judgement in Neuchâtel as well as the revision 
of our statutes in 2006, confirmed that our caisse de famille 
has the legal status of a Swiss Family Foundation. Until now 
family foundations were exempt from having to be registered 
at the swiss commercial registry. From 2021 this exemption 
has been lifted and your committee is now obliged, by law, to 
register the caisse de famille. We learnt only very recently 
about this change of legislation and were therefore unable 
to inform you during our 2020 assemblée by correspondence 
in September. 
 
This change in legislation is inspired principally by 
Switzerland’s efforts to better track the origins of criminal 
money laundering. It seems as though some family foundations 
are a potential risk in that regard?! 
 
We have therefore started the registration process. This 
change should not have significant consequences on the 
operation of our caisse. It will reinforce the legal status of 
the caisse and potentially enhance state control. This is in no 
way a concern for us as the caisse is managed in conformity 
with current legislation. 
 
We will keep you informed about the progress in the 
registration process and we are at your disposal for any 
questions you may have about this situation. 
 
EXHIBITION OF OUR LATE COUSIN SYLVIA KRENZ-BOVET’S 
ARTWORK. 
 
An exhibition of Sylvia’s artwork has been set up at the home 
of our cousins’ Claire and Andres Jaussi at Montagny-près-
Yverdon. This exhibition will enable those of you who are 
interested, to see and admire the beautiful, creative, eclectic 
and moving artwork left by Sylvia. 
 
Artistic creativity was a common thread throughout Sylvia’s 
life, both in her professional activity as an architect and 
exhibition scenographer and in her activity as an artist which 
occupied much of her “free” time. She was very talented and 
constantly explored new techniques and inspirations. She 
left a large collection of work, much of which was not seen 
by many, no doubt because of her modesty. This exhibition will 
therefore enable you to admire her drawings, paintings and 
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other creations. Her work is in all formats, from very large 
paintings to miniature objects. 
 
We therefore invite you to visit this exhibition….and if you 
wish, Sylvia’s children Sonia and Vincent would very 
generously like to offer you an artwork of your choice in 
memory of Sylvia.  
 
The exhibition will take place until the 31st March 2021: 

• In January during the following afternoons: Sunday the 
3rd and the 10th and Saturday the 16th, 23rd and 30th.In 
order to avoid having too many people at the same time 
(COVID!) we ask you to please advise and agree with 
Claire and Andres in advance when you plan to visit, 
either by telephone or by email (see below) 

• Outside of these dates and until the 31st March 2021 you 
can visit the exhibition by appointment with Claire and 
Andres, also by phone or by email. 
 

The exhibition is at Claire and Andres home at the following 
address: 
 Route des Corbes 10,  
1442 Montagny-près-Yverdon 
 
phone: 024 445 13 90 
email:  claire.jaussi@vtx.ch 
 
For those who live outside of Switzerland and who will be 
unable to attend we will  make photographs of some of her 
work accessible to you.   
 
  
 
DISCOVERY OF CORRESPONDANCE OF SAMUEL AND 
GEORGINA BOVET-DE MESTRAL 
 
Since Philip’s text written in 2015 about the unusual life of 
Samuel (son of Arnold and Nanette Bovet-Bernus) and 
Georgina Bovet-de Mestral, much more material, witness of 
their lives, has been discovered. Thanks to our cousin Robert, 
the current owner of the Chateau of Vullierens, who opened 
up the cupboards and attics of the Chateau to us, a real 
treasure of hundreds of letters, documents, publications and 
photos concerning their lives, has been discovered. This 
material dates from 1897, when they were engaged, until 
their death in Vullierens in 1950/51. The correspondence is 
between Samuel and Georgina when they were engaged and 
Samuel was already in Mozambique; with their parents, 
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brothers and sisters, colleagues and friends and 
subsequently with their 9 children. It has been carefully 
kept and represents a unique life story. 
 
 Robert has very kindly offered to donate this historic 
material to the Caisse de Famille. We thank him warmly. 
 
In order to ensure that this collection continues to be 
preserved and remains accessible to future generations, they 
will be deposited at the Vaud cantonal archives as a private 
collection along with the other letters and documents we 
already have. Apart from the family and historic interest of 
this collection, it is probably an increasingly rare example of 
such a complete family life story by correspondence. This no 
doubt explains the enthusiasm of the cantonal archives to 
accept the care of the collection.  
 
Thanks to this additional material Philip hopes to complete 
the biography written in 2015. 
 
EXHIBITION IN NEUCHATEL OF SWISS MISSIONARY ACTIVITY IN 
SOUTHERN AFRICA IN THE 19TH AND 20TH CENTURIES  
 
Some of you may be interested to know that there is 
currently, and until the 7th February 2021, an exhibition at 
the Musée d’Ethnographie in Neuchâtel of the influence of 
Swiss missionaries in Southern Africa. The exhibition is a 
critical analysis of the way in which missionaries influenced 
the perception of Southern Africa in Switzerland. If you look 
carefully you will find a photo of our ancestor, Samuel, at 
this exhibition. 
 
 
THE 2021 ASSEMBLéE…AND ARNOLD BOVET (1843-1903) 
 
The 2021 assemblée of the caisse will take place on Saturday 
August 28th 2021….we hope without the interference of Covid 
or its cousins! 
 
We are exploring the possibility of holding it in Bern. There 
have been 3 assemblées in Bern during the 205 year’s 
existence of the caisse, in 1948,1953 and 1973. So why Bern 
again in 2021? The idea would be to remember  the lives of 
Arnold and Nanette Bovet-Bernus who marked the city of 
Bern, as well as other areas of Switzerland and beyond its 
borders, by their social work.  
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Arnold and Nanette  are common ancestors to many of the 
current members of the caisse de famille. Arnold’s life has 
inspired several published biographies. He was a man of 
considerable energy and action until his very last days. He 
travelled extensively in Europe, was very determined, non 
conformist in many ways with regard to the church and also 
tolerant and open minded. Pastor, his ministry was 
characterised above all by his social work, aimed particularly 
at improving the conditions of people victim of alcohol 
addiction. He also had competences in architecture which he 
used in both his professional and private lives (he designed 
the Pavillon in Grandchamp! ) 
 
There are still traces of Arnold in Bern through street 
names and buildings. We hope to hold the Assemblee at the 
Hotel Kreuz, the history of which is closely linked to 
Arnold. He founded the Blue Cross in Bern in 1880 and 
subsequently bought an auberge, the Hotel Kreuz, in the 
Zeughausgasse for his activities.  Today the Hotel Kreuz is a 
hotel and Conference Centre which considers Arnold Bovet 
as their historic founder. It has a reception and conference 
room called “La Salle Bovet” where we hope to hold the 
assemblée. We will keep you informed of this project…. In the 
meantime please save the date! 
 
 
OUR INVESTMENT PORTFOLIO 
 
A change in Swiss financial services legislation will be 
introduced in 2022. Broadly, it aims to improve the protection 
of investors. It is probable that this will lead to a change in 
the contractual conditions between the Caisse  and our bank, 
the UBS. We will keep you informed of these changes and if 
necessary consult you. 
 
The value of our portfolio increased slightly by 0,8% 
between june 30th and December 17th 2020, inspite of some 
reduction in the value of Swiss blue chip shares. 
 
In order to increase the diversification of our portfolio and 
try and improve its resistance to possible brutal 
fluctuations, we will propose , in the new year, a few changes 
to the investment commission. Here again , we will keep you 
informed. 
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THE UPDATED LIST OF MEMBERS AND BENEFICIARIES OF THE 
CAISSE DE FAMILE 
 
We have attempted to create a list of the members of the 
caisse including the other potential beneficiaries who are the 
children of members who no longer carry the Bovet name. For 
example children of women, born Bovet but who have a 
different family name. These potential beneficiaries appear in 
blue in the attached list. As with the members, who appear in 
black, their names are in bold type when they have reached 18 
years of age and the women appear in italics. Unlike the list 
of members, the list includes only the living beneficiaries’, 
both over and under the age of 18 years. 
 
 Please could you inform Olivier of all  corrections 
or additions which may be necessary to this list. 
 
 
 
THE ELECTION OF A VICE PRESIDENT AT THE 2021 ASSEMBLée 
 
The 4 year term of the vice-president of the caisse will end in 
august 2021. We therefore call for candidates for this role. 
We invite those who may be interested to contact Philip or 
Olivier who will be very happy to give you information 
concerning the role and answer your questions. The election 
will take place at the next assemblée on August 28th 2021. 
 
INTERESTING FAMILY LINKS 
 
The music of our cousins’ Chris and Tiza Bovet-Brown : 
https://www.youtube.com/user/bovax22/videos 
 
The photographic work of our cousin Fanny Laure Bovet : 
http://www.fanbovet.com 
 
 
PLEASE LET US KNOW IF YOU HAVE FAMILY NEWS AND LINKS WHICH YOU WOULD 
LIKE TO SHARE WITH THE MEMBERS OF THE CAISSE ! 
 

 
With our best wishes, 
Your committee 
 
  


